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The Ohio State University
      

Terrorism

 Freshman Seminar (2 credits)

Fall 2008
Dr. J.L. Jeffries, Professor

Dept. of African American and African Studies

486P University Hall
230 North Oval Mall

Columbus, OH 43210

(614) 292-3700
jeffries.70@osu.edu
Office hours: T 11:30-12:30

And by appointment

Course description:

This course is an introductory examination of Terrorism. We will review the history of Terrorism, but mainly the class will focus on the theories and nature of terrorism. In doing, so we will study terrorist organizations and their ideologies; the political, economic, military and psychological impacts of terrorist acts and insurgent tactics; and, the most effective means to combat terrorism and insurgencies. Unlike other courses this class will spend a fare amount of time learning about terrorist threats that exist and/or have existed in the United States.  In the process we will address fundamental issues related to preventing, mitigating, preparing for, responding to, and recovering from terrorists attacks, both intentional and unintentional, that threaten the security of the United States. If time permits experts in the field of terrorism may be invited to share their experiences with the class.
Class Meeting Time: Tuesday 9:30 am-11:18 am
Class meeting place: Bolz Hall

Required Text:

Bruce Hoffman (2006). Inside Terrorism. New York: Columbia University Press.
Course requirements
· Students are responsible for keeping up with the readings and being ready to discuss them each class period. Students will on average read thirty pages per week. Students should also read a major metropolitan newspaper (New York Times, Washington Post, etc) and/or a reputable magazine such as Time, Newsweek and the like.

· Each week at the start of class we will discuss an article or articles from a major newspaper or magazine about a topic related to Homeland Security. These articles will have been selected by one or two students at the request of the professor. This assignment is intended to spark intellectual dialogue. Moreover, this assignment will keep students as well as the professor abreast of the goings-on in the broadly defined area of terrorism. Students are required to provide the professor and his/her classmates with a copy of the article to be discussed that day. This assignment is worth 15% of your grade.
· Each week two students will be asked to write a summary of a particular chapter or some aspect of the readings. This summary should be a typed 4-page double-spaced document. Each student will present at least one summary during the quarter. Students will among other things flesh out the main point (s) in the readings as well as assess the argument that the author has presented. The objective of this assignment is to help students learn how to think critically and analytically. This portion is worth 20% of your grade.
· Students will be assigned to a group that will produce an 8-page double-spaced paper about a topic related to terrorism, which is worth 40% of your grade. The groups will be assigned on the second day of class. One objective of this group assignment is to cultivate a sense of team work as well as stress the importance of collaboration. Over the years a lack of inter-agency cooperation has led to breaches in domestic security. The unwillingness of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) to work collaboratively during the period of the Cold War is one such example.
Topics must be approved by the instructor if the topic is not among the examples listed below. Late papers will be lowered a half letter grade each day the paper is late (including weekends). Groups will present their papers during the last two weeks of class. Each member of the group is expected to carry his/her own weight in the developing, writing, and presenting of this paper. Members of each group are charged with holding his/her teammate(s) accountable for his/her portion of the assignment. Please consult the professor only if attempts to motivate said person(s) have been exhausted. 

Each member of the group will present a portion of the paper. Group assignments are not a new phenomenon. Group assignments are graded as a group. Simply put, if the group earns an A then each member of the group gets an A. Groups will be graded on their class presentation as well as the professional document that is turned in. 
Hard copies of the paper are due on the day it is presented in class. Again it is my hope that this assignment will help students develop an appreciation for team work and collaboration. 
Participation/ Attendance

· Participation is weighed heavily in this course; in order to participate in class discussion students must be present. Class attendance is mandatory. You cannot get full credit for participation if you are absent. Two absences will result in a reduction of an entire letter grade from the student’s final grade. Three absences will result in the reduction of two letter grades. Four absences will result in the student receiving a failing grade. Class discussion is vital to the success of this course; hence all students are required to engage in intellectual discourse.
Attendance 10%

Participation 15%

The grading scale in this course is as follows: 92-100 (A), 90-91 (A-), 87-89 (B+), 82-86 (B), 80-81 (B-), 77-79 (C+), 72-76 (C), 70-71 (C-), 67-69 (D+), 62-66 (D), 60-61 (D-), 59 and below is F.
Extra credit: To be announced
Reading Schedule

Week 1: Chap1

Introduction to Terrorism.
Week 2: Chap 2
The end of empire and the origins of contemporary terrorism.

Week 3: Chap 3

The internationalization of terrorism.

Week 4: Chap 4

Suicide Terrorism.
Week 5: Chap 5

The old Media, Terrorism, and Public Opinion.

Week 6: Chap 6
The new media, terrorism, and the shaping of global opinion.

Week 7: Chap 7
The modern terrorist mind-set: tactics, targets, tradecraft, and technologies.
Week 8: Chap 8

Terrorism today and tomorrow.
Week 9-10

Papers to be presented.
Possible topics for research paper

· Does the threat of a domestic terrorist attack present a greater danger to the American people than does a potential threat from actors outside the U.S.?

· Is profiling an appropriate strategy for preventing terrorist attacks?
· Illegal immigration and Terrorism
Students with Disability
All students with documented disabilities who may require special accommodations should inform the instructor early enough to receive effective and timely accommodations.” Students with a disability should work through the Office of Disability Services to secure appropriate accommodations (292-3307).
This syllabus is available in alternative formats upon request. If you have a disability, please remember that you are responsible for making your needs known to me and seeking assistance in a timely manner. I will do my best to assist you in completing the course successfully.

Academic Misconduct

Students are expected to do their own work within the confines of the course objectives and evaluation procedures. Any deviation from these expectations is considered academic misconduct and Faculty Rule 3335-31-02 will be enforced. The Ohio State University’s Code of Student Conduct (Section 3335-23-04) defines academic misconduct as: “Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the University, or subvert the educational process.” Examples of academic misconduct include (but are not limited to) plagiarism, collusion (unauthorized collaboration), copying the work of another student, and possession of unauthorized materials during an examination. Ignorance of the University’s Code of Student Conduct is never considered an “excuse” for academic misconduct, so it is strongly recommended that students review the Code of Student Conduct and, specifically, the sections dealing with academic misconduct.
Please understand that this syllabus is subject to alteration without advance warning. To some extent we live in very precarious times, being able to adapt to varying world developments in a timely manner is important to maintaining a healthy Democracy.

Instructor Bio: Dr. Judson L. Jeffries is a Professor in the Department of African American and African Studies at The Ohio State University, where he is also Director of the Department’s Community Extension Center. As an undergraduate, he attended Old Dominion University. He received his master’s degree in public policy at SUNY-Binghamton. He earned his PhD in political science at the University of Southern California in 1997. Prior to coming to OSU, Jeffries was an Associate Professor of political science, American studies, and homeland security studies. While a professor at Purdue, he taught courses on American Government, Homeland Security Studies, Media & Politics, and African American Studies. Dr. Jeffries has published five books and many scholarly articles. His most recent book is entitled, Black Power in the Belly of the Beast (Univ. of Illinois Press, 2006). In the past, Dr. Jeffries held appointments at Harvard University, Morehouse College, and Virginia Tech. Most recently, Dr. Jeffries gave the keynote address at the Urban Community Awards and Recognition Program at the King Arts Complex.

